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Historical glance

When the night speaks (The slang dic-
tionary of the legalized sex working in-
dustry in Egypt)

This dictionary has a number of the
slang language used during the era of
legalized sex working in Egypt i.e. from
the late of the 19th century until
Mid-20th century. The aim of this dic-
tionary is to preserve this unique lin-
guistic heritage from a trade that
ended long time ago, The sex workers
community in Egypt had operated as a
mini community inside the bigger
outer society and from this communi-
ty a new “language” was born that be-
longed to these sex workers.
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't means here the men
WNhO were working as sex
workers to service women
and also men who would
often bring women into
brothels to have a sexual
relations with.
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s a guy who plays the role
of the romantic lover of a
female sex-workers and
the relation was beneficial
mostly, as the women
would provide free sexual
relations for the guys and
In return those guys would
provide  protection for
them. The word Itself
came Dbecause women
used to cook a famous
meal in “Tajine” known as
"Borma” for those men
and then those men were
called after It.
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Literally means opening in
Egypt and it means when
girls who were working in
the brothel would sit with
men to open beer bottles
for them and those girls
usually wore shiny silver or
golden painted belts to at-
tract men to them and this
action is still existing in
Foyptto this day afteradif-
ferent name which
"Reklam”
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A man with two jobs, as he
was the one responsible
for praising the singer or
the dancer on the stage to
maketheaudiencemorein-
terested in the show and
also would walk around
the brothel selling snacks
to drinkers.
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Those were people who
worked to go out and hunt
for girls to join the profes-
sion of sex working, they
were also responsible for
getting all what the brothel
needs from food, makeup
and medicine and taking
sex workers to hospitals
for their regular medical
checks, as well as paying
taxes for the government
representative.
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Those were the male danc-
ers who appeared after the
ban on public dancing for
females by Muhammed Ali
Pasha in Cairo. Those men
would dress, look, and act
Ike women and entertain
customers with their danc-
iNng. Those men were two
groups "Khawal® was kept
for men who are in native
to Egypt while “Jenky” was
the word used for foreign-
ers.
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Those were number of
older men that were ap-
pointed by the govern-
ment to help it raising
taxes on all the works in
the sex-work industry. The
termitself means the wise-
men of neighborhoods. In
Cairo there were three of
them one in Boulag, Down-
town Cairo and Ola Cairo.

ey

(1o}
L
—
LIS
E /
—4
)
T
D
1=
n)




d

I8 G Inloll Lay 2 na) glag
b 1l 1iallg 5Ll gu inll
El@ ¢ Lognc cilgq wanll

MUl agay

Means here the female
sex-worker and the girls
Who are responsible to
keep the customers enter-
tained.

sl=acera



13

- JLafl Lay 2 nay glag
Juiall tlolell g linll

(U —wmiinll S JLill
|J- . . || . ... Jl o ..I . J.
@i wlg Walilak
D) cn Ailgp Aingeil

pinllg Al g
e tloll hg Laall sq il
AL

iterally means the horse
and it was a term used to
describe homosexual male
sex-workers who existed
mostly in the Attaba area,
these men were known for
being more feminine and
having number of lovers,
as well as having a mixed
gender  non-confirming
look, as they usually
looked feminine and wore
male clothes.
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Those are the women who
passed the age of 50 and
were working as the super-
visors of the sex workers
and they would mentor
their work and make sure
to collect the fees from the
customer, as well as pre-
paring the girls for the sex
session Dby doing their
makeup.
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The first lady of the brothel
and sometime also the
owner of it and the Badro-
na house was known for
being big and specious,
having two to three floors
and in it a lot of rooms
where “El-Magqgtora” girls
would meet their custom-
ers in, while the ground
floor was operating as a
bar to welcome customers
and giving them arinks and
Sso on. The origins of the
word come from the Italian
Padrona which means the
mistress.
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