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Call for Submissions: HIV Rights in the Middle East & North Africa

A Special Publication by Cairo 52 Legal Research Institute

About the Cairo 52 Legal Research Institute

Established in 2020, the Cairo 52 Legal Research Institute serves as a regional legal entity committed to the
advancement of sexual and bodily freedoms for marginalized communities within the Middle East and North
Africa. Grounded in an institutional ethos of intersectionality, Cairo 52's primary mission is to advocate for
gender and sexual minorities, including LGBTQ+ individuals, people living with HIV, sex workers, and
women. The institute strives to amplify the voices of silenced communities through a synthesis of legal
research, pro bono legal assistance, and alternative media initiatives, thereby fostering a society equipped with a
comprehensive understanding of fundamental human rights.

Background

The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region finds itself at a pivotal moment in its response to HIV.
While global trends indicate progress, the MENA region is currently witnessing one of the most rapidly
expanding HIV epidemics. Recent estimates reveal that access to essential services remains alarmingly low,
with a substantial proportion of people living with HIV (PLHIV) unaware of their status.

This predicament is further aggravated by legal and social frameworks that criminalize and marginalize key
populations (KPs)—groups identified as being at heightened risk of HIV, including sex workers, people who
use drugs, transgender individuals, and men who have sex with men—thus creating formidable barriers to
testing, treatment, and prevention. This special publication aims to illuminate these complex challenges and to
explore rights-based approaches for a more equitable and effective HIV response.

Key Themes

We invite submissions of rigorously researched essays that investigate, but are not limited to, the following
themes. We particularly encourage research that directly reflects the perspectives of KPs and PLHIV.

o Access to Services: Analyzing the obstacles that PLHIV and KPs encounter when attempting to access
HIV prevention, testing, treatment, and care.

e Criminalization and Legal Reform: Examining the repercussions of laws that criminalize same-sex
relations, sex work, drug use, and HIV transmission on public health outcomes.

o Underrepresented Key Populations: Highlighting the distinctive challenges experienced by often-
overlooked populations, including sex workers, people who use drugs, transgender individuals, and
migrants.

e Spotlight on Underrepresented Contexts: We particularly welcome submissions that concentrate on
the HIV response in countries, regions, or contexts that are frequently marginalized within the
broader MENA discourse (e.g., North Africa, the Levant, conflict-affected areas).
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o Community-Led Responses: Investigating the contributions of civil society and community-led
initiatives in advocating for rights and delivering essential services.

Focus on Actionable Solutions

Submissions should extend beyond theoretical discourse to propose tangible, policy-oriented solutions to the
issues addressed. Each essay must incorporate a dedicated section offering direct recommendations for
funders, international non-governmental organizations (INGOs), and other international stakeholders
engaged in HIV-related work in the region.

Submission Guidelines & Process

e  Who: We welcome submissions from researchers, legal professionals, activists, healthcare practitioners,
and members of key populations who are either from or engaged with the MENA region.

e What to Submit: Initially, please submit an abstract not exceeding 300 words outlining your proposed
essay, accompanied by a brief author biography of 100 words.

o How to Submit: All abstracts and biographies must be submitted through our online portal:

o [https://form.typeform.com/to/BwkjBEeg]

o [Essay Details: Authors of accepted abstracts will be invited to submit a full essay of 2000-4000 words.
All submissions must represent original work and adhere to a consistent academic citation style (e.g.,
APA, Chicago).

Prizes & Publication

In recognition of the substantial effort involved, a prize of €300 will be awarded for each of the five selected
essays.

The chosen essays will be published in a special publication by the Cairo 52 Legal Research Institute,
contributing to a critical body of knowledge concerning HIV rights in the region.

Important Dates

e Abstract & Bio Submission Deadline: September 20, 2025
o Notification of Acceptance: October 1, 2025
o Full Essay Submission Deadline: October 20, 2025

We eagerly anticipate your insightful contributions. For any inquiries, please contact us at

research@cairoS2.org.
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